Friends for Safety

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION
MICHIGAN*REGION D* CHAPTER MI -G** MIDNIGHT RIDERS

NEW MEETING TIME AND PLACE
Meeting the second Sunday of the month 9:00am
Arnie & Bakery
710 Leonard St NW
Grand Rapids Mi 49504
Look for the SUGGESTION BOX at our gathering s. Tell us what you would change, keep the
same, and ideas forrides , etc .

For more information, or to be added to our phone tree, please contact one of our Chapter Staff. See page 2 for

contact i nformation. We hope to s¥.e you out the
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Region D Directors
Ron and Dianna Miller
517-851-7276
randdmiller@cablespeed.com

District Directors
Tom and Shelly Rushman
Chapters C2, G, G2, K2, N, U2
Phone: (734) 285-8799

Assistant District Directors
Farmer and Terry Rodgers
Chapters C2, G, G2, K2, N, U2
Phone: (231) 893-4108

Chapter G Directors
Jim & Julie Meredith
616-696-3482
Jamesme@chartermi.net

Asst. Chapter G Directors
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net

Chapter G 2008 Couple of the Year
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net

Chapter Educator/Rider Education
Len Snyder
616-676-1964
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com

Wing News Reporters
Dave & Karen Doyle
616-866-8438
dfdkld@charter.net

Mail all newsletters to:

Jim & Julie Meredith

Treasurer
Jan Snyder
616-676-1964
Tanstaafl@wingsisp.com

13364 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs,
Michigan 49319

Web Guru
C.J. Shroll
616-437-0305
cjshroll@aol.com

Ride Coordinator | Newletter Editor
Ezra Bostic | Marilynn Bostic
616-791-4587
Bosticezl@shcglobal.net

VeteranséCoordinator
Ken Byxbe
616-647-4411
nascarannl@comcast.net

Phone Tree Coordinators
Lyle & Sherrell Wright
616-361-6287

Greeters and Attendance Takers
Bill and Dorothy Reese
616-984-2588

Public Relations Coordinator

To Be Announced

Retail Sales & Goodies
Randy & Fay Vieu
616-662-1399
R.vieu@att.net

Advertising Department
Harry Emmert
616-363-2159

Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Technical Advisor

To Be Announced

Sunshine Lady

Marcia Emmert

616-363-2159
Emmert.sr@sbcglobal.net

Membership Enhancement
Dave Klein
616-784-6006
klein.dave@sbcglobal.net

50/50 Ticket Sales
Dave Klein

616-784-6006 klein.dave@sbcglobal.net

Photographer

To Be Announced

GWRRA National Website
http://www.gwrra.org

Region D Website
http://www.gwrra-regiond.org/

Michigan District Website
http://www.gwrra-mi.org

Chapter G Website

Stop by our website or the District or

If you have any suggestions for the

www.mi-gmidnightriders.org National websites chapter site, e-mail Jim or C.J.
Ken and Rita Moffitt Randy & Fay Vieu Brad and Connie Garner
Region D COY Year 2007-2008 Chapter Mi-G6 s QMY Michigan Couple of the Year 2008

During the Region D Rally held at

Lebanon, IN. Ken and Rita, the
Michigan District Couple, was
selected as the new Region D
Couple of the Year. At Wing Ding
held at Greenville SC, Ken & Rita
were selected as International
COY. Congratulations Ken & Rita!

Randy & Fay, members of Chapter G

Randy and Fay ser v
now our Couple of the Year for 2008.

and Connie

Brad Garner were
selected as the 2008 Michigan
District Couple of the Year at our
2008 Wingless Weekend. Please give
them your congratulations when you
see them.



http://us.f822.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=randdmiller@cablespeed.com
http://www.mi-gmidnightriders.org/

October Schedule

Oct4 DR.J Fun Run: Meet at the EAST BELTLINE Meijer Parking Lot near the gas station
at 8:00 am.
Oct 11: Midnight Ride Thank You Dinner: Chapter G would like to thank everyone who

assisted in making our Midnight Ride a success. Guests should arrive at 12:00 Noon.

Chapter G members:, Please meet at 11:00 am to help with set up and please bring a dish
to pass. Please contact Marilynn Bostic (616-791-4587) by October 8, to coordinate
what you would like to bring to avoid duplicates.

Directions to 2" Byron Center Christian Reformed Church

Take US-131 S toward KALAMAZOO

Take exit #77/HOLLAND/LANSING onto M-6 W toward HOLLAND
Take exit #5/BYRON CENTER AVE

Turn on BYRON CENTER AVE SW

Arrive at 7588 BYRON CENTER AVE SW, BYRON CENTER, on the

Oct 12: Monthly Gathering: NEW Pl ace: AX00AMe 6 s Baker
710 Leonard St. NW

Cometoseeand!l ear n wh a tComse wikhE/dut suggestions for rides, parties,
and your favorite events. We want to hear from you.

The ride after takes us to Bowen Mills Covered Bridge to see a Civil War Reenactment.
Cider and donuts will be served with a $5.00 charge per person.

Oct 19 Chapter K2 and Chapter G : made plans to meet at the Rockford Meijer
Gas Station on 10 Mile Road. We depart at 1:30 PM SHARP!!! for the
Vet erands Home on Monroe NE. We ar e

need and giving them this day. Please join us to let our Veterans know that
we thank them for their service to our country.

Oct 25 Halloween Party: at t h e , Bla2Kinneg NdA\sWalker Ml
(616) 791-4587. Wear your favorite costume. Please bring snacks to share
and bring your favorite beverage.

There are two future events to keep in mind, and they are:

The Christmas Auction (see Page 6)
and

the 2009 Midnight Ride T-Shirt Design Contest!!! (see Page 11)

Your Ride Coordinator,
Ezra Bostic
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For Sale:

2000 Ford Mustang GT Spring edition, lots of extras,

well taken care of; never been in snow.
Call Randy 616-293-2680

2006 Ford F-250 Amarillo Diesel, 17000 miles.

Call Randy 616-293-2680

For Sale: Cycle Mate Light Bar

Asking: $150.00 or best offer.

Future Rides

Please email any rides to the following address:
bosticezl@sbcglobal.net

*k%k *k*

~—— *x%k

If you have something to sell, please
contact our newsletter editor for
information. The em ail address is:

bosticezl@sbcglobal.net

Phone: 616 -677 -3463 ask for Ken H. Please remember to let the editor know when you would like

to have the ad removed, especially if the item has been
sold.Thank you.



mailto:bosticez1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bosticez1@sbcglobal.net

Chapter

This month | wanted to take the time to thank Sid
and Nancy for their hospitality when we did the
Thumb Run. Not only did Sid lead us on a great
tour, but Sid and Nancy put on a nice spread at
their place on Lake Huron. For those of you who
missed it, you missed a great ride and a great
meal. Sid and Nancy are doing a great job fixing
up an ol der home right

will enjoy their lake house for many years to
come.

On another note this will be my last newsletter as
your CD. Julie and | are both honored to have
served the Chapter as

three years. Whil e we
the goals we set, | do believe that the Chapter is
moving in the right
Randy and Fay will keep us moving forward. Of
course, the key will be to attract new members
who are willing to take an active role in the
chapter and like to ride. If we put on fun rides,
we can get new people to join us. Most
everyone joins GWRRA to meet people who

*k%k

As si

As Fay and | prepare to take over in
November, and Jim and Julie step down, there
will be some changes that will need to take
place. There are jobs that need to be filled. If
there is something that you would like to do, or
t hat youdbre good at,

either Fay or me. We need the help with many
different things. The more we spread out the
jobs, the less there is for everyone to do. The
chapter is one of the best in Michigan, and it is
that way from all the members who help with
all the things that need to be done each year.
Start with the Midnight Ride. | believe that it
has to be one of the largest rides in the United
States. This would not be possible if not for
the all the people in the chapter and the other
chapters that help. Our Christmas auction is
another example of how the chapter comes
together for a good cause. We have all joined

Diregstords Ramblin

enjoy riding motorcycles as they do. | know
thatdos why | joined,
all of us joined this organization. While riding
needs to be the main focus of the group, in
Michigan, we do have some months where we
cano6t ride. I n or ¢aeed

other activities to keep everyone interested

0 nduting thosd timm&savhen thé motorcyclasrae puit

to bed. | know that many of you can come up
with some fun things we can do as a Chapter. It
j ust requires S 0ome i d
Thumb Run are a good exampl e.
everyone contribute something, if it sound good

y 0 to you, iCpbobably will torthe reshofus.p a s t

stant

di dnot

al |l
been

accomplish
again, itéos

o]
Once

JAM (just a member). Until we see you again,
be safe, and remember
bikes, they are all out to get you.

Jim & Julie Meredith

*kk
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Chapter Di
this chapter to have someone to ride our bikes
with, and to have friends that enjoy the same
thing. Fay and | have made some really good
friendships and enjoy all the people in the
chapter. We have also got to know a lot of

and

he

e a

f

a
di r edaf Chapien G, and now we lookdfarwara to eing h a

W

pl eadver gehaptne rtsodu crhe nvbietrhs

found that you can have a lot of fun with them.
At times, it seems that we do not ride enough
and other times it seems that we have too
much on our plate. We all have different things
each day that we need to do and when a ride
comes you need to make that choice on which
to do. We try to get the calendar out there so
that everyone knows ahead of time what rides
are coming up. Please let us know of any
ideas you might have about anything, such as
rides, partybés etc.

Randy Fay Vieu ACD



October Rider Ed
Fall Riding

For those of you who have been riding for a number of
years, most of this is probably old hat stuff. For those of
you who are new to riding, it may be something you never
even thought about. Believe me, i f
new rider, it never hurts to refresh your memory on the
things to look out for when the seasons change.

First things first, when you get ready for your color tour
ride, donodt-cfocget ngpactilTo
Wheels, Controls, Lights, Oil and other liquids, Chassis
(things such as the frame, suspension, chain or belt and
loose fasteners) and Side Stand and center stand. It
would be a shame to get half way to your destination and
be stranded because you forgot to do such a simple thing
as check your oil level.

Fall is a beautiful season, but for the motorcycle rider, it
has some particularly dangerous things that come along
with it. Leaves are pretty with their myriad colors, but if
they are in a pile in the road and you come along a corner,
they can knock you down faster than you can blink. In
addition, wet leaves can be as slippery as ice is in the
winter. More than one rider has been embarrassed when
he put his food down at a street light or stop sign and a
couple of leaves have caused him to drop his pride and

Joy.

you

Another thing that Michigan weather brings along with the
colorful leaves is frost/ice. In order to make it to your ride,
you get up early, get your gear together and head out right

ét dawvn. aYou rmdkelit to thedfiestr cormer whare there are
some trees overhanging the road, and, amazingly enough,
when you go to stop nothing happens and you end up
sliding up to the stop sign rather than riding up to the stop
sign. When the temperatures
ambdat v Bi0Obss & emember you h
brought about by the lower temperatures. Something as
small as a change in the color of the roadway ahead can
alert you to a possible problem. Pay attention to those

hints and youdll have a safer
Finally, itdéds more fun and it
youbre doing on a motorcycl e

the conditions. Get yourself a helmet, some boots and an
all weather coat/riding suit and be prepared for the ride.
It 6s dangerous t o be t hinl
feet/hands/ears going down the road. When that little old
lady turns in front of you or pulls out of a driveway into
your pat h, y 0 u 0O lotebettgr aoff ifi gou ared b
concentrating on your ride and not your discomfort
because you didnét dress prop

Ride Safely, Len.

Mark your Calendars

Chapter G's Annual
CHRISTMAS AUCTION
December 14th /
Everyone is invited.
Arnie's Bakery on
710 Leona rd St. NW
Grand Rapids



Thank Heaven For Extra Wheels

Riding our 1990 Gold Wing 1500 with a Voyager kit attached, we
met Stan and Carolyn Wheeler on Fri., Aug. 15, at 8:00 AM. On
10 Mile Rd., MDOT was putting the finishing touches on the
entrance ramp. Hurrah! One problem solved. As liaisons to the
police depts., we stopped at Howard City to remind those
policemen that tonight is the Midnight Ride. From there, we roll
on to the Crystal Fountain on Mi. 66. We had gone to all the other
police agencies on prior trips--State Police on M46 at Lakeview,
Stanton, and Ithaca. Of course, we had also seen Kent Co.
Sheriff, Rockford City and State Police. At the restaurant, we ran
into Gene and Verna Ashley, Tom and Marty Smith, and five of
their friends. After breakfast, we took back roads to Mt. Pleasant
State Police Post, then on to Houghton Lake Post. There is
construction here, but it
We took the first exit into Gaylord and less than half way up the
ramp we rode off the tarmac, dropped about 3 in, onto gravel.
This will never do! Thank heaven for extra wheels! Stan and
Carolyn made it in fine shape. We talked to all 3 police agencies
here and were told that the ride should go to exit 2, which is
newly completed. We called Randy to warn him about this
development. | heard later that the first exit was closed at
midnight; 1 hope we had something to do with that! We think the
girls at the gas station at the first exit were disappointed because
they told us they were excited to see all the bikes. On to
Macki naw! We had a bowl of
the bridge and said goodbye to Stan and Carolyn, as their motel
was here.

A calm bridge crossing this year and we arrived at our motel,
Northernaire Budget Inn around 5 PM. We called Len and Jan
Snyder and they were finished putting up the tent in the casino
parking lot, so we were free for the evening. Pete and Sherry
Wright, Bill and Dorothy Reese, and Jim and Jeanie Rackes
welcomed us in. We are waiting for Mike Sinke, Ezra and
Marilynn Bostic, and Ken and Ann and Brianna Byxbe to come in
with the ride in the morning.

Early Sat. AM, Pete and Sherry and Harry and | went up to the
casino to sell T-shirts. Len and Jan were ready. | think it was one
of the biggest rides | have seen roll in! A great day; Breakfast, a
bike show, a BBQ, a band , light parade and vendors. Back at the
motel a bonfire and a cook out for us as we wait for the light
parade.

probabl

soup

Sunday morning most of our crowd went to the Driftwood ,
downtown, for breakfast and to say goodbye. And this is where
our real adventure began!

Harry and | started across US 2 heading for Minnesota. There
was a nice curvy detour over Cut River Bridge. We stopped off at
Manistique Lake to visit my Aunt and Uncle (missed a turn,
wasted 4 miles) who had their kids and their families home.

There was 2 miles of gravel roac
hadndét seen my cousins in years,
l ong. We didndét get t o +ohdouwrsitand

was 7PM there. We were so tired we ordered pizza, got in hot tub
and fell into bed, exhausted.

Yhe wextrmbrningj we tga@t lodt gettireg owt df ttolwn. Wé reever didd e .

see a route sign, but eventually stumbled across Tourist
Information. Guess what! We were on the right road! On
Wisconsin! We saw a deer on a five lane street in one town, the
only deer on the whole trip! After some confusion about detours
and another Tourist Information, we crossed the St. Croix River
into Minnesota. Road construction on Minn. 95, soon a BIG
adventure will begin.

We got through the construction with no problem, but a couple of
miles before North Branch, Minn., | started to hear a squealing
noise from the Voyager wheels. | had heard this noise once
adfore-Eadlat onathe dack wihexlf obtheeikec Thank God forgextra
North
Store and gas station. Harry tried to put air in the tire, but it went

wheel s! We got into

flat right away. The girls in the store were very helpful, giving us a
phone book and suggestions. The cycle shop in this town was
closed on Mon. Gold Book members were not home (work day).
We did find Larsons in the Gold Book in Cambridge, 15 miles
further on. They could do the work but did not have a tire in stock
for our bike. We found a tire at Rush City (12 miles north) at
Dennis Kirk Co. but how to get everything together? U-Haul had

Branch

no trailers (everybodyods | eavi ng
rental and the one tow company that answered the phone said
they couldnot h el v au sp a sTshe ce,e ihtod
and | am ready to cry!

Just then a nice lady named Carol walked into the store. She
asked what was going on and wher
Roger 6s Towi ngo. We said AWe al
Well, | know Willy. He i s a bi ker and heol |
cel |l number! 0o She called him an



mi nut es! 0 Hwith whuge truck with @ flat bed.before

she got out of the store

Willy tipped the flat bed down and Harry rode the bike up on it.
Thank heaven for extra wheels! He held the brakes while Willy
brought the bed back up and then rode to the front of the trailer.
They tied it down and Willy threw our helmets and jackets into
the cab; then boosted me up. (The first step was about thigh
high)

Off to Rush City, with Willy pointing out interesting things along
the way. We heard about his kids and the best places to eat and
hunting on the reservation. At Dennis Kirkdé she carried our tire
out to the truck and took us on a short cut to Cambridge. At
L ar s cCycle,sHarry had the same fun all over again, getting
the bike off the
before the shop closed and Willy knew them too. He joked with
JunioratL a r s aml 8a& they had better take good care of us.

truck! Il tos

Right across the street was a Country Inn Suites. Perkins and
MacDonalds were within walking distance. The next morning

L ar s chadéremoved our Voyager kit with no problem and
*kk ~—~ ~

~kkk

showed us a large nail hole in the rear tire. They had us on the
road before check out time. We got on the road only 48 miles
short of our intended destination yesterday, St. Cloud, Minn. The

before,
l ots of

evening
Cl oud,

Willyds parti
stop signs! o

You guessed it, a detour--bridge out--right through town at lunch
time! First a right, then maybe a left, no a right, over and over--
two lanes of traffic, bumper to bumper! Thank heaven for extra
wheels!

When that was over, the rest of our trip was uneventful and our
friends in Jasper, Minn. , LeRoy and Lanett Ellefson, welcomed
us with open arms and a grilled steak supper. We enjoyed their

across US 90 and 94 to Milwaukee. They were getting ready for
the Harley anniversary and there were lots of bikes in town. 16
motorcycles rode the Crosslake Ferry with us on Mon., Aug. 25.
All in all, we had a wonderful time! THANK HEAVENS FOR
EXTRA WHEELS!

Submitted by Marcia Emmert
~ ~—~ KRk

G.W.R.R.A.
DR. J

Hosted By: Chaprer R

325 E. Vermontlville, Ml (0id 69 )
Pottervilie, M1l
1-517-645-7611

Time: S A.M.
1 st. Bike Oui: 10 A.M.
Last Blike in: 1 P.M.

FUN BRUN
GAMES/PRIZES
50/50
DREAWING AT 1:30 PM.

ng

g o i mappitadity for6tfrédd more Ways. Bhe textweekend e darhee r e

Contact Person/Directions
Randy Lea 1-517-652-1289
Or
Diane Mayes 1-517-543-0383




Thoughts on theThumbRide

We left on time on the 6" of September. Howard, Jim and Julie,
Ezra and Marilynn, Len and | headed east on M57. We stopped

for breakfast then off to meet the rest of the groupatBr unnier 6 s

Frankenmuth. A couple bikes from other chapters in that area
joined us for the Saturday ride.

What a wonderful day. Sid is definitely knowledgeable of the
history of the area and shared with us many things including a
great fire which changed the area from forestry to farming corn,
beets, and other green stuff. We had a nice lunch at a local
eatery. Many in the group had perch. A local fishery was a short
walk away so we wandered down the road a block or two after

We spent the night at The Train Station hotel which also
overlooked the Bay. Len and | tried to walk out to the water on
Sunday morning before we left, but the foliage stopped us before
we actually hit the shore line. We did see a deer leaping through
the growth, likely heading for a morning drink.

We met up and traveled a short distance to another local food
spot for a buffet breakfast. After that, we wandered down the
road to a wind farm. | must say the windmills are beautiful (at
| east Len and | thought so) .

parent6s home. What a | ovely
barn etc. A very charming location. Walking into their home is

lunch to see what might hold in the cooler for the ride home. Len like a trip to Antiqgue Roadshow. Beautiful old furnishings and her

and | opted not to purchase fish Mem, also paints china, so many gorgeous pieces were on
display. "Not only does she paint, she cooks. She provided a

After lunch we rode some more and looked at several housing nice morning break of cof‘fe;e and some.thin.g.Sid cf’:\lls Sand Tarts.
devel opments along the | akeshor e, R&RIVRYhasl. gt uplikepecan pigdilling yithpuy the nuts.
afford, heck we couldnot afford tNalSp gaye ead famiy,p.care package (of cQoKigs Q. 9o 1 ¢
house. Of course, a stop for ice cream took place at a little store What gracious hosts they are.

in Grind Stone. Very out of the way, but the business was i )

briské. wonder how bu We hat a lpvelg e t iF_r,qm thege wg headed home and arr_lved mid afternoon. A very
dinner at Sid and Nancyos n e wlice gehayay weekend. Fhank you Sid and Nancy, Carl, Howard
restoring/remodeling and it will b andagyongglselmay hayedorogtignto listfor g great fiffledrip. ¢
done. Lots of original wood work which | love. We dined on the I know 1 ‘l'earned a lot about Mic
porch overlooking the Bay. What a lovely spot in paradise that
they have.

have a new appreciation for the Saginaw Bay, Lake Huron coast.

Submitted by Jan Snyder

A Stop for Lunch in Bay Harbor

Always Room for Ice Cream

A Light Hous e

AtNancy 6 s &FP@adek At the Windmill Farm

(Photos by Marilynn Bostic)
*kk - KKk *kk




